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to come on the Saturday before, to his house at Cranston, which being twelve miles from Edinburgh, upon the middle road to Newcastle, (Dr. Johnson had come to Edinburgh by Berwick, and along the naked coast1,) it would make his journey easier, as the coach would take him up at a more seasonable hour than that at which it sets out. Sir John, I perceived, was ambitious of having such a guest; but, as I was well assured, that at this very time he had joined with some of his prejudiced countrymen in railing at Dr. Johnson", and had said, he 'wondered how any gentleman of Scotland could keep company with him,' I thought he did not deserve the honour: yet, as it might be a convenience to Dr. Johnson, I contrived that he should accept the invitation, and engaged to conduct him. I resolved that, on our way to Sir John's, we should make a little circuit by Roslin Castle, and Hawthornden, and wished to set out soon after breakfast; but young Mr. Tytler came to shew Dr. Johnson . some essays which he had written ; and my great friend, who was exceedingly obliging when thus consulted3, was detained so long, that it was, I believe, one o'clock before we got into our post-chaise. I found that we should be too late for
1 He would have been astonished had he known that a few miles from Edinburgh he had passed through two villages of serfs. The coal-hewers and salt-makers of Tranent and Preston-Pans were still sold with the soil. ' In Scotland domestic slavery is unknown, except so far as regards the coal-hewers and salt-makers, whose condition, it must be confessed, bears some resemblance to slavery; because all who have once acted in either of these capacities are compellablc to serve, and fixed to their respective places of employment during life.' Hargrave's Argument z'» the case of James Sommersetl, 1772, Had Johnson known this he might have given as his toast when in company with some very grave men at Edinburgh :—' Here's to the next insurrection of the slaves in Scotland.' Ante, iii. 228.
' The year following in the House of Commons he railed at the London booksellers, 'who, he positively asserted, entirely governed the newspapers.' ' For his part,' he added, ' he had ordered that no English newspaper should come within his doors for three months.' Parl. Hist. xvii. 1090.
3 See ante, iii, 424.
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